
 

Brussels, Louvain-la-Neuve, Yvoir, 24/11/2017  

 
Belgium: First operation of the EIB's new programme with Belfius to support 
energy efficiency and decentralised renewable energy production in Belgium 
 
The CHU UCL Namur in Godinne will become the first hospital in Belgium to get most of its 
power from green sources thanks to the implementation of an innovative biomass gasification 
process. “The implementation of this project is a clear demonstration of how the fight against 
climate change is in full swing at all levels, and that this kind of operation is entirely justified 
from an economic standpoint,” said EIB Vice-President Pim van Ballekom.  

 

 
 
Belgium's first trigeneration unit powering a hospital site with renewable energy via biomass 
gasification was inaugurated today in Godinne, Namur Province. At the heart of this facility is a cutting-
edge Xylowatt NOTAR® reactor (gasifier) that turns waste wood into renewable gas. The project is 
both innovative and sustainable, making it possible to cover 40% of the hospital's electricity 
requirements, 65% of its hot water needs (for sanitary use and heating) and 40% of the useful energy 
of its refrigeration circuits. It was financed directly by Belfius, with part of the funding falling under its 
agreement with the EIB designed specifically to facilitate investment in energy efficiency and 
decentralised renewable energy production.  
 
This trigeneration facility is a “first” on more than one level. The gasifier used on the CHU UCL Namur 
Godinne site uses Xylowatt's unique, patented NOTAR® technology, which makes it possible to 
produce clean gas without waste tar – meaning that no expensive additional processing is needed and 
there are no environmental side effects – using waste in the form of natural wood (branches from 
roadside and park maintenance, forestry industry waste, etc.) and recycled wood (damaged pallets, 
wooden packaging, etc.). 
 

          

 

https://xylowatt.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ad944a06a71fa62392e5dad1e&id=a4329171ca&e=6ee0631d4f
https://xylowatt.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ad944a06a71fa62392e5dad1e&id=3177f64bd9&e=6ee0631d4f
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A win-win partnership for a technological and environmental advancement 
 
Xylowatt's NOTAR® technology has the advantage of integrating into so-called “trigeneration” facilities 
able to heat, cool and produce electricity using local renewable biomass. 
 
With total power capacity of 620 kWe, 1 100 kWth heating and 680 kWth cooling, the facility, which is 
not dependent on the wind or sun, will provide CHU UCL Namur with a continuous renewable energy 
production alternative (available 24/7) using local, renewable and accessible biomass, and is fully in 
line with a circular economy approach. Thanks to this win-win partnership with Louvain-la-Neuve-
based company Xylowatt, CHU UCL Namur will become the first Belgian hospital to be powered 
primarily by green energy. 
 
 
A unique and favourable financing solution in partnership with the EIB 
 
For the implementation of this project, Xylowatt, via its subsidiary Mont Godinne Green Energy 
(MGGE) as third-party investor, was in particular able to use a new form of financing – the first of its 
kind in Belgium. This financing was developed by Belfius and the European Investment Bank (EIB) to 
promote and facilitate investments in energy efficiency and decentralised renewable energy 
production.  
 
In an effort to reduce their environmental footprint and costs, a number of companies, institutions and 
other organisations wish to invest, on a small or large scale, to improve the energy efficiency of their 
buildings, lighting systems, machines, heating networks, etc., or to produce decentralised renewable 
energy to cover their own needs. It was to help them with this initiative that, in late 2016, the partner 
institutions signed a contract for a total of EUR 75m under the new Private Finance For Energy 
Efficiency (PF4EE) instrument. This instrument was jointly established by the EIB and the European 
Commission (LIFE programme) to address the lack of tailored, affordable commercial finance 
available for energy efficiency investments.  
 
Resulting from this partnership is the Belfius Energy Efficiency Package (BEEP), a unique form of 
financing that is not only aimed at companies wishing to invest directly in energy efficiency, but can 
also be used to implement similar projects, benefiting businesses, public authorities, hospitals, 
schools, public or private not-for-profit associations, etc., via an energy sector company acting as 
third-party investor, such as MGGE in the case of the CHU UCL in Mont-Godinne project.    
 
Thanks to the terms of the EU funds, the exclusive EIB guarantee and the partial refund of energy 
audit fees (for businesses), Belfius plans to use this kind of financing aimed at this investment type to 
make a practical and targeted contribution to cutting CO2 emissions in Belgium, thereby combating 
global warming.  
 
Dirk Gyselinck, member of the management board at Belfius, said: “As a long-standing partner of 
the hospital sector and numerous companies, we are particularly happy to have financed this 
innovative and sustainable project that will make it possible to drastically reduce the CO2 emissions of 
CHU UCL Namur's Godinne site. Thanks to the Belfius Energy Efficiency Package developed with the 
EIB, this project in is the very first to have been part-financed under our agreement with the EIB to 
promote energy efficiency and the production of decentralised renewable energy in Belgium.”  
 
EIB Vice-President Pim van Ballekom said: “The implementation of this project is a clear 
demonstration of how the fight against climate change is in full swing at all levels, and that this kind of 
operation is entirely justified from an economic standpoint. We are pleased to have been able to make 
a contribution by putting this new partnership with Belfius into action for the first time, boosting energy 
efficiency investments in Belgium. By applying an integrated and global approach – better energy 
performance, improved use of natural resources, circular investment projects, and smart and 
sustainable urban development – we will quickly have a direct impact on our environment and 
people's daily lives.” 
 
Vincent Lachapelle, Director of the Godinne hospital site, stated: “With this partnership, CHU 
UCL Namur is positioning itself even closer to the cutting edge of environmental innovation. Our 
institution is continuing to make progress on its objectives for process quality and infrastructure 
improvement.” 
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Jürgen Bohn, the new CEO of Xylowatt, commented: “This partnership clearly falls under 
Belgium's COP21 energy transition commitments. Xylowatt's technology will make it possible to cut 
the Godinne site's CO2 emissions by more than 3 000 tonnes a year, i.e. the emissions equivalent of 
2 000 vehicles!”  
 

 
Supporting information 
 
About CHU UCL Namur  
Located in Namur Province, CHU UCL Namur is spread across the Dinant, Godinne and Sainte-Elisabeth 

hospital sites. In addition to hospital activities, CHU has accommodation infrastructure for older people and 
childcare facilities, and is supported by the polyclinics in Erpent and Ciney, as well as the Foyer Saint-François, a 
ten-bed hospice. With more than 4 000 employees and 500 doctors, CHU UCL Namur offers a full range of care 
and services to its patients. 
 
About Xylowatt 
Xylowatt has become a Belgian engineering jewel since its launch in 2001 as a spin-off of UCL, and is currently 

particularly active in Europe and Japan. The company designs, implements and manages renewable electrical 
energy production sites from 750 kW to 3 MW using natural and recycled waste wood. Its goal is to optimise 
biomass renewable energy production as far as possible, in order to limit both the use of fossil fuels and 
associated CO2 emissions. In this way, Xylowatt intends to actively contribute to the COP21 energy transition 
commitments.  
 
About Belfius Bank & Insurance 
Belfius Bank & Insurance is a well-established bancassurance provider with a local focus. It operates in 

Belgium in three main areas: retail and commercial banking, financial services for the public and corporate 
sectors and insurance. Supported by 150 years of experience in the public sector and 50 years in retail banking, 
Belfius Bank & Insurance is wholly owned by the Belgian Government via the Federal Holding and Investment 
Company (SFPI). Its shares are not listed on a stock exchange. 
 
About the European Investment Bank (EIB) and its climate action approach 
The European Investment Bank (EIB) is the long-term lending institution of the European Union owned by its 

Member States. It makes long-term finance available for sound investment in order to contribute towards EU 
policy goals, and has therefore undertaken to support the implementation of the Paris Agreement and climate 
investments around the world. 
Active in more than 130 countries, the EIB provides more climate investment than any other financial institution 
and is the world's largest issuer of green bonds. A quarter of EIB financing is for climate action, and the Bank has 
undertaken to provide USD 100bn of investment by 2020. 

 
 
Press contacts: 
 
European Investment Bank 
Sabine Parisse, s.parisse@eib.org, tel.: +352 4379 83340, mobile: +352 621 459 159 

Website: www.eib.org/press – Press Office: +352 4379 21000 – press@eib.org 
 
Belfius Bank & Insurance 

Ulrike Pommée, + 32 2 222 02 57, ulrike.pommee@belfius.be or press@belfius.be 
Website: www.belfius.com  
 
CHU UCL Namur 

Marie De Puyt, Marie Forseille, Benjamin Vallée, + 81 42 48 40/41/42, communication-chu@uclouvain.be 
Website: www.chuuclnamur.be  
 
Xylowatt 

Valérie Peeters, +32 71 60 68 06, peeters@xylowatt.com 
Website: www.xylowatt.com 
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